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Distance Education For Rural Girls And Women Farmers 

Considering the apparent obstacles, both physical and socio-cultural, for 
increasing female participation in formal agricultural education at AHS and NAEC 

in Afghanistan, NAEC searches for countervailing strategies to reach remote 
women in agriculture. NAEC staff sees distance education as one of the 

promising options to countervail barriers for girls and women to access 

agricultural education. 
 

There are several definitions that can be used for distance education (Keegan, 
1980), but the common ground of these definitions is a physical separation of 

the teacher and the learner contrasting conventional education, which is very 
much based on a classroom interaction between teacher and learner. To bridge 

such a separation between the student and the teacher in distance education 

and to find alternatives for the classroom interaction is a challenge for NAEC.  
 

In designing a curriculum which is suitable for distance education, NAEC-staff 
has to consider several issues: at first the student and teacher perspective: both 

students and teachers will have fundamentally different setting than in a 

traditional classroom education. With the different setting, also the pedagogy 
and, related, the use of media will be different than in a conventional classroom.  

 
A well-thought out design of curricula and teaching methodologies, that aligns 

with the existing curriculum will inspire and feed into a future-proof system of 
distance education. For example, the fieldwork, which is an important 

methodology in the current NAEC curricula, and considered as an innovation in 

Afghan education, will prove a challenge to organise for the women who are 
interested in distance education. 

 
All the above have to become operational in a context where issues of security, 

limited options for digital multi-media alternatives and socio-cultural barriers, 

similar to formal education are prevalent. 
 

However, a recent report on the design of a Digital Farmer Field School in Sierra 
Leone exemplifies a strategy of using ICT-supported extension activities in areas 

with limited connectivity and limited electricity supply, targeted at functional 

illiterate people. (Witteveen, Goris, Lie, & Ingram, 2016). This innovative way of 
thinking inspires a search, in absence of conventional possibilities, for other 

strategies of learning and teaching. 
 

In Sierra Leone, the designers had to develop learning materials that could be 
used in a setting of collaborative learning without direct external support. The 

innovative design, resulted from a design-process that put the users at the 

starting point: what do they want and need to be able to learn.  
 

An important feature of this design process in Sierra Leone is the framework for 
responsible innovation, by (Stilgoe, Owen, & Macnaghten, 2013). The core 

elements of this framework (anticipation, reflexivity, inclusion and 

responsiveness) provided guidance to the process of developing an innovative 
form of distance education.  

 
Also a context of user experience and user interface design enhanced a focus on 

capabilities of the end users as defining conditions for the learning design.  
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